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10th August  School Photos 

11th August Assembly 2:45pm 

15th August ICAS Maths Test 

16th August Hoop Time Year 5 & 6 

17th August Year 6 Camp Meeting 5-6pm 

18th August Curriculum Day ‘No students required at school’ 

21st-25th August Prep & Year 1 Swimming 

29th August Mandarin Evening - Cultural Activities 

31st August  School Tour 10am 

1st September 
Father’s Day Morning 8:30am-9:30am 
Gymnastics Excursion 
Elective Program 

4th-6th September Year 4 Forest Edge Camp 

7th September Year 1 Aquarium Excursion 

8th September 
Assembly 2:45pm 
Hillsmeade DISCO 

11th-15th September Year 6 Canberra Camp  

12th September Year 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion  

15th September Elective Program 
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Picking up Students during recess, lunch & afterschool 
If you are planning on picking your child up from school in between 11-11:30am or 1:30-2:30pm, 

please let the office or teacher know so we can have your child and their bags waiting in the 

office. While the kids are outside, it is hard for them to hear all of the announcements. Our 

teachers also lock the classrooms during recess and lunch so it can make collecting school bags 

difficult. After school if you are running late please call the office before 3:20pm so we can call 

your child to the office and have them wait with us. Please remember school finishes at 

3:30pm each day and your child is required to be picked up no later than 3:45pm. 

MOTTO  

Growing & Learning Together 

MISSION  

To provide a caring, safe and supportive learning environment for children to grow. 

VISION 

 At Hillsmeade Primary School, we aim to continually grow and learn together by: supporting individual abilities 

and excellence in academic achievement, celebrating diverse backgrounds and cultures, and becoming global 

citizens prepared for the needs and expectations of our ever changing society. 

NOTICES Information 

 Glow Products Pre Order 

 Finger Bun Day  

 State School Spectacular rehearsal 

( Selected students) 

 



Dear Parents / Guardians,  
 
Happy August everybody. How quickly the year is flying by. This week we have seen the temporary fence come down from 
around the new portables. We are awaiting new furniture and then will have the Year 5 classes relocate into these beautiful 
new buildings. 
 
Welcome 
We would like to welcome Rachel Oates to Year 5, Linna Phuong to Year 2 and Daniel Barba to OSHC. We hope that they are 
warmly welcomed to Hillsmeade Primary School.  
 
District Athletics 
On Wednesday the 9th of August select students went on to compete at Casey Fields in the District Athletics. I went for a quick 
visit to see the students competing well. A big thank you to Ahmad Chazbek, Kate Pollock and Shannon Patterson for 
supporting the events on the day. Also a big thank you to the parents and grandparents who attended to support our students. 
Good luck to those students who will be going on to compete in the next round. 

Kindergarten 2018 
Kindergarten offers from Casey Council will be mailed out within the next week, look out for your letter and come into the ELC 
office to accept your place. 
 
Shiona Watson 
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Professional Learning 
On Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th August, Dimple Bhardwaj, Toni Barker, Trisa Kett, Jess Ellis and I attended the first days of our 
professional learning course, Leading Curriculum and Assessment at the Bastow Institute of Educational Leadership. The course 
supports different ways of thinking and re-evaluating curriculum design in the context of our school and students. We will be 
attending a series of workshop days where we will learn skills to develop successful units of work. This professional 
development opportunity will play a significant role in building the capacity of our PLT Leaders, to continue to engage our 
students in their learning at Hillsmeade.  
Sarah Smith 
Assistant Principal Teaching & Learning 
 
U Train 
This year Hillsmeade Primary School have been excited to partner with U train. Glenn Cooper shares a little bit about how 
Hillsmeade is supporting these Secondary School students. 
You may have noticed on a Tuesday and a Friday some young people wearing bright blue tops. These young people are U TRAiN 
trainees. They are enrolled in Secondary School and are studying a Certificate III in Education Support. The wonderful staff at 
Hillsmeade PS are supporting these young people by providing leadership, experiences, knowledge and skills in literacy, 
numeracy and reading. By gaining this experience and qualification, the young people will be able to make sound judgements 
about their life after school. A big thank you to the whole community at Hillsmeade PS. 
Glenn Cooper 
U - Train 
 
Intervention and EAL support 
At Hillsmeade P.S we have several programs to assist students who need extra support, as well as programs catering for 
extending our students.  
The Levelled Literacy Intervention provides regular intensive small group instruction which supplements classroom literacy in 
the Early Years. (Di Poulter, Jo Monrroy, Kathryn Kidd). 
The English Language Support is a small group program aiming to develop student oral language and vocabulary.  (Angela 
Cooper)  
The Extension in Excellence program is designed for our high achieving Grade 6 students to extend their knowledge and 
thinking. Students explore literacy and numeracy skills at a more advanced level.   (Meg Yates). 
The Oral Language program looks to support student oral language skills leading to improved learning in other key learning 
areas.  (Kathryn Kidd). 
Support in reading, writing and maths is offered to Grade 3, 4 and 5 students with regular small group instruction. (Sharron 
Porter, Judy Kenny). 
 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) Program  
I have had the pleasure of working at Hillsmeade since its opening in 2003. During this time I have worked as a classroom 
teacher, focussing mainly in the junior school. I have recently joined the Intervention team, assisting with the EAL program 
(English as an Additional Language).  
As the Hillsmeade school population now includes a number of families who speak an additional language, this program is an 
exciting opportunity to assist our students.  Although they are privileged to share another language with their friends and 
families, the Victorian curriculum acknowledges the need to support our English language learners.    
As part of the Intervention team, I am developing programs to support these students. Prep and grade one English learners 
attend EAL sessions with me for three 30 minute classes per week.  Students participate in a number of ‘hands on’ and formal 
activities which allow them to practise speaking English, build their vocabulary and undertake learning in a small group 
situation.  These learning opportunities have already shown increased achievement for our students. 
Our English learners are also supported within their classrooms through collaborative planning which caters for multiple skill 
levels. Classroom teachers also have access to professional readings and information from the EAL network to support them in 
catering for our students.    
Angela Cooper  
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Year 6 Extension in Excellence – Numeracy 
How many blades of grass are on the Hillsmeade oval? How many individual squares 
of toilet paper do we have at Hillsmeade? How much rubbish do we throw out in a 
year at Hillsmeade? 
 
This term, our Extension in Excellence students have been challenged with real 
world problem solving scenarios inspired by the work of Italian physicist Enrico 
Fermi. Fermi was famous for using meagre information to solve seemingly 
impossible problems. 
 
Our students have been using rough estimates, educated guesses and real world 
data collection to calculate, formulate and solve these problems. They have been 
considering all variables within the problem and also make allowances and 
assumptions based upon these variables. They justify and explain all assumptions 
and variations in their answer. 
 
“At first the problem seems impossible to work out, but then we analyse what it’s 
asking us. We think about the variables and how they affect how the problem is 
solved. Sometimes we need to gather extra data to work it out. It is ok for our 
answers to be different to each other’s as we may have made different assumptions 
and estimations.” 
 

Meg Yates 

Extension in Excellence 

 
Out of School Hours Care 
Belinda Lane our new OSHC coordinator has been introducing and setting up 
open-ended art provocations for our students. We are seeing students 
engaged and creating beautiful art work that we have begun to display 
around the OSHC room. Daniel Barba our other new OSHC coordinator is 
passionate about sports and developing ways to engage students in active 
games, you will often see him in the hall or outside with a group of students 
engaged in physical active play. 
Shiona Watson 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 2017 
The Hillsmeade School Parent survey was posted out to approximately 30% 
of our families last week. Parents/guardians who receive a survey this week 
are invited to complete an online survey that will be used to assist our school 
in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, student engagement and relationships with our parent 
community. 
The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time within the fieldwork period 
from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August. 
Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 
 
Reminders 
A reminder that this Friday will be our whole school assembly beginning the gym at 2:45pm. There will be an exciting 
performance by our Year 2 students. If you are available to attend we would love to see you there. 
 
Jodie Bray  
Principal 
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Th

What has the 

HFC done to 

improve our 

school? 

Student Reflections: 

“I didn’t know that Alan has been here for 9 years!” 

“Nurse Vicki helps SO many people! 

“I didn’t know the HFC raised the money for our Pirate Ship and the                

Grade 6 Playground!” 

“Thank you Mitze for helping us!” 

Grade 2 Community Guest Speakers 

As part of our integrated program, the grade 2 students are exploring the different         

services in our community and how they can help us.  

Last week, the grade 2 students were lucky enough to spend time with some valuable 

members of our own local school community. Nurse Vicki, Mitze, Alan Carter and Inez 

Crowe took time out of their busy day to share with us their role within the community 

and the students were very interested to ask them questions to find out more. 

We would like to thank our special guest speakers for taking the time to share their very 

important roles within our community. 

How 

many 

computers 

do you fix 

in a day? 

What was the worst 

thing you’ve seen? 

How many kids do you 

see in the sick bay in a 

day? 

How 

many kids 

have you 

helped in 

a day? 

Mitze, Student Welfare Officer Nurse Vicki 

Inez, HFC President, Junior Footy Team Manager, Jewellery Store Worker 

Alan, IT Support 
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2017 Term 3      Canteen Specials 

   Orders to be in NO later than 9:30am. 

   CLOSED TUESDAYS 

Clearly write Name and Grade with your order on your bag, or envelope. Alternatively you can view and order everything on our Qkr! 

App. Please remember an extra 10c in your order if you DON’T have a brown paper bag. 

Thursday Special 

Cheeseburger with lettuce & any Drink  

Now available on Thursdays. 
Remember to specify which drink including slushies. 

$6.50 

Canteen Reminders 
 

All frozen fruit, ice-creams & slushies need to be collected 

from the canteen at lunch time (they will not be delivered to 

the classroom). 
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Year 6 Canberra Camp 

Please remember these are the suggested Canberra 

Camp instalments: 

Sixth Instalment of $100 was due on the 14th July. 

The total amount ($580) must be paid in full before 

Friday 11th of August. 

Any concerns please contact Laura Black or Julie 

Hale regarding payment options. 

 

Please 

remember 

these are the 

suggested 

Camp 

instalments after a deposit has been paid: 

First Instalment 12th June $40 

Second Instalment 26th June $40 

Third Instalment 10th July $40 

Fourth Instalment 24th July $40 

Final Payment 7th August $25  

The total amount ($235) must be paid in full before Wednesday 16th 

August. 

 

 

The Student Representative Council is made up of a classroom representative from each 
class Years 3 to 6. The SRC leaders are Shayli and Farisa from Year 6. During term three the 

SRC will continue to meet to discuss ideas or suggestions that the representatives bring along 
for discussion from their class. At the next meeting the SRC will be looking at some of the 

recent student survey data. 
 

Danielle McKelvie 
SRC co-ordinator 

 
Congratulations to the SRC reps who received their badges at assembly at the end of term 

two. We have been learning to run the meetings ourselves and enjoying talking about things 
we can make better around the school. At our last meeting we talked about eating food at 

the shade sail area, including people when playing with friends and leaving the flowers alone 
in Chloe’s garden. It’s great that the reps are bringing information to the meetings and the 

suggestions are being followed up. 
 

Shayli and Farisa  
SRC leaders. 





We ask parents not to bring dogs onto the school grounds before 

4:30pm during school days. There have been a growing number of 

dogs being brought onto school grounds during school hours and 

there have been reports of students being harassed and injured as a 

result of contact with dogs. 

We ask that you respect this request and 

regard the safety of Hillsmeade students. 
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Breakfast Club is 
back Tuesdays 

8:15-8:40 

With the wet weather and 

plenty of puddles around, 

could parents please pack 

a spare set of clothes in 

your child’s bag. 

TUESDAY Enrolments for 2018 

If you have a child you wish to attend 
Hillsmeade PS in 2018 please collect an 
enrolment form from the school office. 




