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Picking up Students during recess, lunch & afterschool 
If you are planning on picking your child up from school in between 11-11:30am or 

1:30-2:30pm, please let the office or teacher know so we can have your child and 

their bags waiting in the office. While the kids are outside, it is hard for them to hear 

all of the announcements. Our teachers also lock the classrooms during recess and 

lunch so it can make collecting school bags difficult. After school if you are running 

late please call the office before 3:20pm so we can call your child to the office and 

have them wait with us. Please remember school finishes at 3:30pm each day and your 

child is required to be picked up no later than 3:45pm. 

MOTTO  

Growing & Learning Together 

MISSION  

To provide a caring, safe and supportive learning environment for children to grow. 

VISION 

 At Hillsmeade Primary School, we aim to continually grow and learn together by: supporting individual abilities 

and excellence in academic achievement, celebrating diverse backgrounds and cultures, and becoming global 

citizens prepared for the needs and expectations of our ever changing society. 
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The Promenade, Narre Warren South, 3805.     Ph: 9704 6313     Fax: 9704 7010      

Dear Parents / Guardians,  
 
Happy week 10 everyone. What a wonderful Term 3 we have had at Hillsmeade Primary School. Thank you to 
students, staff and parents for making Term 3 so wonderful. We have had an eventful term and are looking forward 
to an exciting Term 4.  
 
Year 6 Camp  
Congratulations all of the Year 6 students and staff that enjoyed the Canberra camp adventure. It was an action 
packed opportunity that our students really enjoyed. They were well behaved, respectful and courteous as 
reported from staff and tour guides. Well done Year 6’s. Enjoy some photos and a student report further on in the 
link. 
 
Year 5/6 Lightning Premiership 
On Friday the 15th of September many of our Year 5/6 students represented our school at Lightning Premiership. 
The students represented our school with, passion, commitment and confidence. We wish all of the teams that 
won through to the next round good luck. Also a big thank you to all parents and family members that went along 
to support the teams.  
 
Prep Open Morning 
On Thursday the 14th of September the Prep classes opened the doors to welcome in visitors for the Literacy 
session. It was wonderful to see so many visitors in attendance enjoying a story and some writing with our 
wonderful Prep students. We have received some very positive parent feedback about this event and we will look 
for more opportunities throughout the year to open up the classrooms for visitors to strengthen our partnership 
with parents and families in the education journey. 



Year 1 & Year 2 Expo 
 
On Thursday the 14th of September the Year 1 and Year 2 classes opened their doors at 3pm to welcome guests to 
view their community projects. It was wonderful to see so many visitors viewing student work and asking 
thoughtful questions about their playground and community designs.  
 
All Year 1 and Year 2 students should be proud of their creations. There was a lot of time, effort and planning that 
went into the wonderful group work. 
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Portable removal and replacement 
 
We are very excited to see this work begin. This is an 
exciting opportunity for our school and we look 
forward to watching the new portables take shape. 
We have had a huge amount of work take place in a 
short time. Here are some photos of some of the 
work. 
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R U OK day 
 
Last week we celebrated R U OK? Day. It was a wonderful event that 
reminded us how important it is to check in with people and ask R U 
OK? Making a point to ask others and being open about mental 
health helps to break down the stigmas and encourages those 
around us to seek help from others when needed. 

R U OK staff breakfast 
On Friday the 15th of September we recognised the wonderful 
contribution the staff at Hillsmeade make by hosting a staff 
breakfast. The breakfast was organised my our Staff mental health 
and wellbeing team. Thank you to Bonnie Arbuckle, Nicole Page, Toni 
Barker, Jess Szalek and Brent Rafferty for organising this for our staff. 
Also a big thank you to staff who assisted on the day. 
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Victorian State Schools Spectacular      
Congratulations to Lisa Scott and all of the students who represented Hillsmeade Primary School so positively at the 
Victorian State School Spectacular over the weekend. I have heard wonderful reports on how our students per-
formed whilst on stage, during rehearsal and whilst waiting for their time on stage. Their commitment, enthusiasim 
and hard work shone through with a faultless performance at Hisense Arena. Well done girls you were amazing! 
More to follow in the next edition of the link. 
 
Keep your eye out for the broadcast of the show later in the year. 



STEAM AGENCY 
Our STEAM Agency is now running full STEAM ahead every Wednesday lunchtime with a group of excited students 
from years 4 and 5. So far we have been exploring SPRK+ Robotics through programming and coding Sphero's to 
navigate mazes. Research shows that a healthy STEAM approach in schools does not always have to be “technology
-heavy” and that it is good to mix “old-fashioned making” with new and emerging ways of learning STEM content. 
With this in mind, the student challenge for this week will be to use their critical thinking and understanding of civil 
engineering to design and create the tallest newspaper tower that contains enough structural integrity to 
withstand a wind load. 
Jess Szalek, Dimple Bhardwaj and Martine Ziino 

Farewells 
 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly wish 
good luck and say thank you to 
some Hillsmeade staff who will 
be moving on to other schools 
for new adventures at the end 
of this term. 
Julie Hale – our Business Manager.  
We would like to say a huge thank you for her work and commitment to 
Hillsmeade Primary School. Good luck at you new school in Geelong. We hope that you enjoy the sea change. 
Mandy Ryan – our Literacy Leading Teacher. 
We would like to say thank you to Mandy Ryan who has lead our improvements in Literacy over the last few years. 
We wish her the best on her next adventure as a Leading Teacher at Laburnam Primary School. 
Matthew Moore – our Year 6 PLT Leader. 
Today Mr Moore begins his role as Acting Principal at Ellinbank Primary School. We wish him the best of luck with 
this wonderful professional learning opportunity. 
Emily Wahl – Prep Teacher. 
We would like to wish Mrs Wahl all of our best wishes as she begins her maternity leave. 
Welcome 
Janelle Struth who will be teaching 6A.  
Replacements for Prep D and Prep E will be announced very shortly. 
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Year 5 Taste Tester at Narre Warren South P-12 College 
 
Yesterday the Grade 5 students jumped on the school bus and headed over to 
Narre Warren South P-12 College to experience a day in a life of secondary 
school. Our students were super excited to see what the Taste Tester Day was 
all about. Throughout the day, students put on their scientist caps, 
investigating how much weight balloons can hold and the power of friction, 
acted out some energetic dramatic scenes in drama, played soccer with 
robots, made pencil holders in plastics and became experts at making Protein 
Burst Balls in cooking.   
 
All the students and teachers had an amazing time and would like to thank the 
Year 7 & 8 Ambassadors for being our guides during the day and Narre Warren 
South P-12 College and for allowing us to be a part of the fantastic experience. 
We can’t wait for next year!  
Toni Barker 
Year 5 PLT Leader 

Earn and Learn Sticker Reminder 

As you know, our school has been participating in Woolworths Earn & 

Learn. The program has now finished for this year, so a big thanks to 

everyone who supported our school. We're now at the important stage of 

the program where the Sticker Sheets are collected and lodged as our Earn 

& Learn claim. We will then be able to get new educational equipment for 

our school. The more we collect, the more we can redeem. So this week, 

please send in your Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheets and any loose 

Earn & Learn stickers you may have. Remember to check your handbag, 

the car glove box or they maybe stuck on the fridge. Every little bit helps. Thanks again for all your support!  

 
Reminders 
A reminder that this Friday is the last day of term and we finish school at 2:30pm. Our whole school assembly will 
begin at 1:45pm in the gym. If you are available to attend we would love to see you there. 
 
To all students, families and staff, please have a wonderful, restful and safe holidays. 
 
Jodie Bray  
Principal 
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HILLSMEADE PRIMARY SCHOOL WELCOMES  
FOOTY COLOURS DAY  

THIS COMING FRIDAY, 22ND OF SEPTEMBER. 
 
 Since 2005, Fight Cancer Foundation has used funds raised through 

Footy Colours Day to help young learners continue with their educa-
tion while they receive treatment for cancer. 

 
 Each year hundreds of thousands of Australians stand shoulder to 

shoulder to unite in the fight against cancer by wearing their team's 
colours with pride throughout September at their school, workplace 
or club. 

 
 Show your true colours and make a difference in the lives of kids 

and young people living with cancer - register your Footy Colours 
Day activity and you can find fundraising tips and ideas about how 
to make your event bigger than the grand final. 

FRIDAY 22nd 
SEPTEMBER, 2017 

(LAST DAY OF TERM 3) 

DRESS IN YOUR TEAM COLOURS AND BRING A GOLD COIN 
DONATION TO HELP US ‘FIGHT CANCER’. 

GOLD COIN DONATION 



Peer Support 
 

This week marks the end of the Peer Support program for 2017. The Peer Leaders have done an outstanding job 
running the modules on friendship for the yr5 students. Main messages to come out of the program are: talking 
and listening; sharing, helping and encouraging others; cooperating and playing in a friendly way and, welcoming 

others and joining different groups. The Leaders have shown great teamwork and organisational skills, each of 
them growing in confidence over the term. Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 6 Camp 
By Lukshan and Lui - 6A 

On Monday the 11th of September, eighty-two Year Sixes departed Hillsmeade 

Primary School at 7:30am with six teachers yet to experience a 9 hour drive in 

two buses full of students. 

For the next four days we had to wake up at 6:30am and go to sleep at 

9:30pm at our accommodation for the week, Capital Country Holiday Park. 

We went Mt. Ainslie where we saw the whole of Canberra, which looked 

amazing. After visiting Mt. Ainslie we went to the Canberra Capital exhibition 

centre, where we learnt about Walter Burley Griffin and his wife, Marion, who 

made and designed the bush capital. We also visited the Australian Institute of 

Sport where we met a few athletes and saw some training. We all really 

enjoyed the interactive sports hall, where we got to ride in bike races, row in a 

race, as well as lay down on a luge and try to control it in a simulated downhill 

run. We were all puffed after the 45 minutes we had in there. 

The main attractions we went to in Canberra were: Questacon (a huge science 

building with heaps of hands-on activities), Parliament House where we saw 

the House of Representatives (The Green Room) and the Senate (The Red 

Room), The High Court of Australia and The Royal Mint – where we minted 

our own $1 coin.  

Luckily for us Parliament house was in session for parliamentarians and we 

met Jason Wood who spoke to us before having a snack and a drink with us. 

Jason Wood is the Federal Member for La Trobe. When we went to Governor 

General’s house we were spoken to by an air force lady who explained the 

role of the Governor General. We were extremely lucky to meet the Governor 

General, Sir Peter Cosgrove, there. It is very rare for him to be available to 

speak to students. He spoke to us some more before we had our photo taken 

with him out the front of the house. 

The year sixes and their teachers had a wonderful time at the bush Capital. 







2017 Term 3      Canteen Specials 

   Orders to be in NO later than 9:30am. 

   CLOSED TUESDAYS 

Clearly write Name and Grade with your order on your bag, or envelope. Alternatively you can view and order everything on our Qkr! 

App. Please remember an extra 10c in your order if you DON’T have a brown paper bag. 

Thursday Special 

Cheeseburger with lettuce & any Drink  

Now available on Thursdays. 
Remember to specify which drink including slushies. 

$6.50 

Canteen Reminders 
 

All frozen fruit, ice-creams & slushies need to be collected 

from the canteen at lunch time (they will not be delivered to 

the classroom). 

 

 

The office has a lot of lost property, if 
any of these items are yours or your 

child's please contact the office. 

Any items that are unclaimed by the end 
of this term will be donated or discarded. 

 



We ask parents not to bring dogs onto the school grounds before 

4:30pm during school days. There have been a growing number of 

dogs being brought onto school grounds during school hours and 

there have been reports of students being harassed and injured as a 

result of contact with dogs. 

We ask that you respect this request and 

regard the safety of Hillsmeade students. 
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Breakfast Club is 
back Tuesdays 

8:15-8:40 

With the wet weather and 

plenty of puddles around, 

could parents please pack 

a spare set of clothes in 

your child’s bag. 

TUESDAY Enrolments for 2018 

If you have a child you wish to attend 
Hillsmeade PS in 2018 please collect an 
enrolment form from the school office. 






