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WHO? WHAT? 

WHEN? 

12th MAR 

Labour Day  

15th FEB Hillsmeade  

Swimming Trials  

 

20th FEB Hillsmeade Open Day 

26 FEB—9th MAR Prep Chicken 

Hatching Incursion  

9th MAR Hillsmeade  

Cross-Country 

5th MAR District Swimming  

Trials  

14th MAR Footsteps Dance - Gr 1 & 2 

The Flying Bookworm – Gr 1 

6th MAR  

ROBO Gals Gr 3 

Footsteps Dance Gr 3 & 4 

15th MAR  

Footsteps Dance - Prep  

Divisional  Swimming  Competition 

7th MAR ROBO Gals - Gr 6  

Footsteps Dance - Gr 5&6 

Graffiti Incursion - Gr 5 

22nd MAR 

Curriculum Day - No  

Students Required at School 

29th MAR  

Last Day of Term  

16th April  

Beginning of Term 2 

Notices Out:   

 Sentral ‘Parent Portal’ login information for new families.         

Please see the office if you are an existing family in need of login details. 

 Private Music Lesson Enrolment Form - Please collect from the Office 

 Grade One Chicken Hatching Incursion Form - Due back 21st FEB 

 Student Council Nomination Forms - Please see the Office staff 

 Grade 6 Uniform Order Form—Due back 28th FEB 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Dear Parents / Guardians 

How quickly we have arrived at week three 
of Term 1. We hope that students and     
families have settled back into the ‘back to 
school’ routine. We look forward to seeing 
you in attendance at the ‘Getting to Know 
Hillsmeade Expo’ next Tuesday if you are 
available to attend. This is not just for new 
families to our school, but a wonderful     
opportunity for all Hillsmeade community 
members to find out more about our school. 

 

Coles Sports for Schools 

This year we have again registered for Coles 
Sports for Schools. If you are a Coles      
shopper and would be willing to support 
Hillsmeade Primary in acquiring some more 
sports equipment, please donate your Coles 
vouchers. These vouchers can be placed in 
the donation box located at the main office. 

 

We appreciate the 
support. 

 

VPA China Student Exchange Program  

Last week, students in years 5 & 6 received 
information about a fantastic and unique 
student exchange opportunity to experience 
China’s remarkable education system and 
the fascinating culture of the world’s most 
populous country. The Victorian Principal’s 
Association (VPA) in partnership with the 
Department of Education and Training (DET) 
is offering a 14 day exchange program to 
attend Jinling Primary School in                 
Nanjing.  The students will participate in 
classroom and cultural activities as well as 
visit amazing sight-seeing locations in      
Nanjing and Shanghai. Weekend home visits 
with Chinese families will be a highlight and 
provide an opportunity for children to        
experience home life in China.   

Travel dates are 18th October – 1st            
November 2018. 

Expressions of interest are now being called 
by the school and the VPA. I would like to 
meet with any family wishing to participate 
in this program, to answer any questions 
and ensure your child’s readiness to involve 
themselves with this type of travel.  

To arrange a meeting, please contact me at 

the school on (03) 9704 6313.  

Please express your interest by Friday 23rd 

February to allow us to move forward with 

our application to the VPA. 

School Council Elections 

A reminder regarding our 2018 School   
Council Election. The call for nominations 
started on Monday the 12th of February.  
Forms can be collected from the                 
Administration Office.  We have 3 parent  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

member vacancies and 2 DET member      
vacancies for the next two years, as well as 
2 community member vacancies. 

If you would like to nominate to be on 
School Council, please collect a notice from 
the office.  Should we receive more        
nominations than the vacant positions, an 
election will be required.  I am looking       
forward to working with the newly formed 
School Council after the election of office 
bearers on Tuesday 13th of March.   

 

If you would like to find out more about 
the roles and functions of school council, 

please take a look at 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/community/Pages/

schoolcouncils.aspx 

 

Jodie Bray               
Principal               
Hillsmeade Primary School 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx


 5 

 5 

• Have a zero-tolerance approach to violence,     
rudeness and intimidation in your family.” 

 

If you have any questions about Andrew Fuller     
information above please let me know. 

 

John Cardamone 

Social and Emotional Leader 

 

 

 

 

FROM MR CARDAMONE 

Good afternoon Hillsmeade community, 

What another great week so far! I hope last week’s 
topic of different ways about asking your child how 
their day was, was effective.  

Please look out for us at the Hillsmeade Expo next 
week, Abbie Hunter (student wellbeing leader) and I 
will have a stall called ‘Social and Emotional        
Learning’. We will be there to answer any questions 
that you might have. 

This week’s topic of the week comes from Andrew 
Fuller who is a Clinical Psychologist and Family      
Therapist. He works with many schools and           
communities in Australia and internationally         
specialising in the wellbeing of young people and 
their families. You can find lots more  information on 
his website;  

http://andrewfuller.com.au/  

 

 

“Young people perform better when they  

have clear rules and consequences,  

and when  they know that the adults in  

their lives expect the best of them” 

 

Tips for parents to build boundaries and                 
expectations for their children: 

• Be clear about the routines of family life: bedtime, 
sleep time, meal times 

• Ensure you know where your child is most of the 
time 

• Have agreed clear rules about the use of computers 
and mobile phones at home, in the bedroom, when 
you have guests, after lights out 

• Instil hope in young people. Let them know that you 
think great things are on offer for them and that you 
love them and believe in them 

• Encourage them to succeed at lots of things 

• Allow them to see they can improve with practice 

• Encourage them to dream big about what their life 
can be 

• Discuss and create memorandums of understanding 
about parties, drug and alcohol use, sexual activities 
and personal safety 

• If you develop a common set of understandings, 
write these up and invite other parents to sign it 

 • Talk to your children about whether they feel their 
school has clear rules and whether teachers enforce 
rules fairly 

 

 

http://andrewfuller.com.au/
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FROM THE SCHOOL CAPTAINS  

Student Leader Learning at Hillsmeade 

Hi, we are Taylor Hounsome and Jack    
Winestone your 2018 School Captains. On 
Monday the 12th of February we had a      
student leader learning meeting with Miss 
Wells, Mr Cardamone and Mrs Bray. We 
learnt about leadership qualities and how to 
demonstrate leadership. We are looking to 
have more student leader learning            
opportunities throughout the term. 

Taylor and Jack 

2018 School Captains 

LEARNING SPECIALIST SCIENCE 

Our Education State Targets state: We want to 
see more students achieving excellence in   
reading, maths, science and arts. In alignment to 
this target and our Annual Strategic Plan, as an 
Acting Learning Specialist - Science my goal for 
2018 would be to increase student engagement, 
motivation and passion for science at            
Hillsmeade.  
 
Through the STEAM room, STEAM Agency and 
STEM GEMS initiatives, I aim to harness the   
passion for change and innovation.  
 
I look forward to working with our Assistant 
Principal, Teaching and Learning and PLT leaders 
to provide rich authentic learning opportunities 
for our students to develop them as 21st       
century problem solvers, critical and creative 
thinkers. 
 
Dimple Bhardwaj 
Acting Learning Specialist -     Science 
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MATHS! MATHS! MATHS! 

Welcome to a new year of mathematics at 
Hillsmeade! I am really excited to introduce 
myself to our school community as the 
Acting Numeracy Learning Specialist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are exciting times ahead this year in 
our numeracy learning, such as building on 
our maths workshops, collaborating with 
staff and PLT Leaders to lead and provide        
professional learning opportunities, and of 
course continue with a new year in targeted 
home learning through Mathletics.  

I am really excited for 2018 and getting     
students active and involved in their maths 
education through different platforms such 
as hands on activities, rich and authentic 
tasks and maths sports.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are particularly interested in the role 
maths plays throughout the Winter        
Olympics which begins this Friday 9th of  
February and runs through to the 25th.     

Here are some pictures of “Maths in Action” 
at Hillsmeade Primary School. 

 Jess Szalek 

Acting Numeracy  Learning Specialist 
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KIDS AND TECH UPDATE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Families – This week we would like to share a few of our favourite kid-friendly podcasts.  
 

 

Pickle is a philosophy podcast for kids that 
tackles tricky questions for curious kids. 
When we’re listening to it as a family we 
often end up pausing the show to discuss 
our thoughts.  
“Should Carl tell on Shumita?” caused 
some real debate in the car! 

 

Wow in the World is a science curiosity 
show – Mindy & Guy ask questions and 
then talk to real scientists in a kid-friendly 
way to explain things like why onions make 
us cry and how much space junk is around 
the Earth. 

 

Short & Curly is the ABC podcast that 
spawned Pickle. It is also about philosophy 
questions and features discussions with 
kids from Australian schools! 

 

TED Talks Kids & Family is a family-friendly 
version of the popular TED talks series. 
There’s a long archive of really interesting 
topics in this podcast! 

 

Story Pirates is AMAZING! They take real 
stories written by primary-age kids and 
turn them into real radio shows. The 
results are bizarre and hilarious! 

 

That Story Show features funny real-life 
stories that are family-friendly. The shows 
are all about an hour long, so they’re great 
for long drives. 

  
Here is a beginner’s guide to podcasts if you would like help getting started. Let us know if you have any other podcasts you enjoy! 
 
Assistant Principal Crystal Wells &  
Business Manager Stewart Johnson 
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PRIVATE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS   

In term one, Private Instrumental  

Music lessons will be available for 

drums and guitar only.  These are one 

on one lessons, taken by specialist 

music teachers and take place during 

class time.  A 30 minute private lesson 

costs $25.  If you are interested in   

enrolling your child for either drum or 

guitar lessons please complete an   

enrolment form which can be          

obtained from the school office.   

Places are filled on a ‘first in best 

dressed’ basis. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to offer 

keyboard and vocal lessons at the  

moment, but I am in the process of 

recruiting a new teacher and expect 

lessons to resume in term 2.   

 

If you are interested in keyboard/

vocal lessons then complete an        

enrolment form and I will place your 

child’s name on a waiting list. 

If you have any questions/queries 

about private instrumental        

lessons then please do not         

hesitate to see me. 

Lisa Scott 

Specialist Music Teacher 
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PLAYERS WANTED 

GIRLS 12 TO 16 

 

Come and join our female friendly club 

Places are filling fast 

 

Located at Prospect Hill Reserve, 

Kurrajong Road, Narre Warren 

 

Come along and register your children with 

this young and progressive club 

 

Contact the Club at: 

caseypanthers@hotmail.com 

Or call: 0409 491 969 

mailto:caseypanthers@hotmail.com
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FROM THE COMMUNITY 

If you would like to place an advert in The Link, please contact the friendly Office Team. 


