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2018 
TERM 1 

WHO? WHAT? WHEN? 

MON TUE WED THUR FRI 

26th MAR 27th MAR 

Parent Teacher         

Interviews  

28th MAR 

Year 3 Habitat Expo 

2:30-3:30pm  

Parent Teacher Interviews  

29th MAR 

Last Day of Term  2:30 

finish 

 Last assembly 1:45pm 

30th MAR 

Good Friday Public   

Holiday (No School) 

16th APR 

First day of Term 2 

Students back at 

school 

17th APR 18th APR 19th APR 20th APR 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents / Guardians 

 

Wishing everyone a very happy last week of term 1. Thank 
you to students, parents and staff for a great term. So 
many wonderful things have taken place over the last 9 
weeks and we are really looking forward to Term 2. Please 
take the time to enjoy family, friends and rest over the 
break. I look forward to hearing about the holiday adven-
tures when we return to school for Term 2 on     Monday 
the 16th of April.  

 

George Booker – Curriculum Day 

During our recent      
curriculum day, all staff 
participated in an   
amazing and highly  
informative professional              
development day with 
the author of “Teaching 
Primary Mathematics” 
and “Building             
Numeracy”, George 

Booker. We were fortunate enough to secure such a    
highly sought-after mathematician and one of Australia’s 
foremost   experts in primary mathematics education. 

 

George Booker’s program 
for the day was titled 
“Developing Numeration” 
and was focused on the 
number strand, giving 
Hillsmeade staff an      
overview to the processes 
and knowledge that     
constitutes numeration 
and underpins               
computation.  

 

He showed us a variety of concepts through the            
sequences of development to broaden our knowledge of 
teaching mathematics through the Victorian Curriculum 
and enhanced our thinking around the use of              
mathematical literacy and in-depth vocabulary. 

 

Feedback from a few staff members: 

“I enjoyed being challenged by the vocabulary I 

use when I teach Maths. I also feel that the 

hands on material would greatly benefit my 

class.” - Travis Cole Grade 6 Teacher 

 

“I really like some of the games he showed us to 

make the learning fun for children” - Nowella 

Ahlgren Prep Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 3 

National Young Leaders Day 

On Monday the 26th of March our Year 6 Student Leaders 
attended the National Young Leaders Day event at the 
Melbourne Exhibition building. A big thank you to Toni 
Barker (who coordinated the event), Lisa Scott and John 
Cardamone for attending.  

We heard some inspirational speakers who shared their 
personal stories with us. Speakers included: 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

“Students learn with their eyes and hands; using 

objects and manipulatives helps them to       

physically work through Maths problems.”           

- Jeromy Lewier Gr 3 Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ I loved learning about place value into the 

quintillions and further. Reading them aloud was 

a challenge for some of us. :)” - Carmen   Collins 

Gr 2 Teacher  

 

“Mind - is not a 

collection of facts 

but a network of 

ideas” - Tessa   

Parmenter Gr 1 

Teacher  
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We met four amazing and inspiring speakers, their names 
are Harrison Craig (the winner of the VOICE and who now 
creates his own songs), Consentino (who is Australia’s best 
magician and illusionist), John Coutis (who is someone 
who survives with no lower parts of the body and who 
shares his story with millions of people) and finally        
Gemma Triscari (a female cricket player). 

All of the student leaders enjoyed the day. One of the 
most memorable quotes was 

 “Only when we are brave enough to explore the        
darkness will we discover the infinite power of our light.” 

We also learnt about if we make an error it just means an 
opportunity for correction.  

We also had the opportunity to participate in a silent disc, 
where you had headphones and danced while listening to 
the music. 

Overall this was a great and inspiring day. All of the      
student leadership team would like to thank all of the staff 
for providing us this beautiful day.  

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

The messages from each speaker were motivational,      
engaging and passionate. Our students represented our 
school positively and actively engaged in all of the events 
throughout the day. 

To find out more about the speakers please visit the     
following links: 

Cosentino    https://www.cosentino.com.au/ 

 

John Coutis              http://www.johncoutis.com/ 

 

Harrison Craig    https://harrisoncraig.com.au/ 

 

Gemma Triscar   https://www.melbournestars.com.au/             

                   players/gemma-triscari 

 
 
Please take the time to read the below Student Leader 
Reflections on the day. 
 

Gemma Mouette 

MONASH Captain 

Today I learnt what it’s like to be a 
leader. The people presenting had 
such powerful back stories that 
could easily inspire anyone, and did 
inspire me. I learned that to be a 
great leader you have to show      
people you are one, not just be one. 
You have to make sure people un-

derstand you and you have to look out for people. Without 
leaders like us the school wouldn’t be as awesome and 
organised at it as. Leaders are very important. 

 

Suwienee Printhan 

STEAM Captain  

On Monday the student leadership 
team and Mrs Bray, Mrs Scott, Mr 
Cardamone and Miss Barker went to 
the Melbourne Convention Centre 
for the National Young Leaders Day. 
We had to wake up really early to 
catch the 7:28am train.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cosentino.com.au/
http://www.johncoutis.com/
https://harrisoncraig.com.au/
https://www.melbournestars.com.au/players/gemma-triscari
https://www.melbournestars.com.au/players/gemma-triscari
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The purpose of the whole school experience is to create 

interest and excitement for writing through a shared    

experience. We know that ‘writing is thinking’ as we 

teach tools and strategies explicitly in the Writer's     

Workshop, to develop independent and strategic writers 

at Hillsmeade.  

Here are some of our students’ deep thinking in response 

to the writing prompt:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Casey Young Leaders Reception 

On Thursday the 22nd of March our School Captains Taylor 
Hounsome and Jack Winestone attended Bunjil Place to 
take part in the Casey Young Leaders Reception. This was 
a wonderful event that show cased the beautiful new 
community facility of Bunjil Place. This event also offered 
a wonderful opportunity for our leaders to collaborate 
with other student leaders from across many schools in 
Casey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Writing Experience  

Yesterday, students across each year level became        

curious about a mystery tent that appeared on our school 

oval. Classes visited the tent during the day to discuss, 

question and wonder about where the tent came from 

and who it belonged to. Back in the classroom, students 

explored their thinking and developed their purpose for 

writing based on the mystery tent.   

 

 



 6 

Easter Raffle 

I would like to say a very big thank you to all of the       
families who have so positively supported the Easter 
Raffle. We are very excited to announce that so far we 
have raised $3,688 from the Easter Raffle. This exciting 
draw will take place on Thursday the 29th of March at our 
final assembly in the gym at 1:45pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a safe, happy and restful Easter and 
holidays. Please have a great break and we look forward 
to seeing you at assembly tomorrow in the gym if you can 
attend. 

 

Jodie Bray 

Principal 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earn and Learn  

A very big thank you to all families who supported        
Hillsmeade Primary School in collecting Earn and Learn 
stickers in 2017. Our goodies have arrived and the        
students are enjoying using them in the yard.  
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With due respect to all opinions: I am aiming to increase 

exposure for girls so they can confidently pursue their    

interest. Meet Debbie Sterling from Goldie Blox who       

became obsessed with the notion of "disrupting the pink 

aisle with a toy that would introduce girls to the joy of     

engineering at a young age. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEeTLopLkEo 
 
Ms Bhardwaj  

STEAM SNAPSHOTS  

Hi Everyone, 

Today's focus is on the 'E' from the STEAM - Female     

Engineers 

Engineering and Technology are two of the fastest      

growing fields today. 

Total number of Engineers world-wide:  

Top reasons why women leave the engineering profession 

are listed as having feelings of isolation and loneliness as 

women struggle to fit in to a very male dominated field. 

This might get your attention more: At Hillsmeade, we 

only have one girl in our Coding Elective. Have a think, do 

we need to grab every opportunity to teach each student     

irrespective of girl/boy about the wonders of the world 

we live in? To make sense of the world they live in, 

shouldn't each student be encouraged to: ALWAYS     

QUESTION, ALWAYS WONDER! 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEeTLopLkEo
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Second, prioritize the issues that relate to your child’s 

wellbeing and safety. Couples should draw up a list of 

which topics will fall in to the health and safety categories 

and agree that these are simply non-negotiable. Having 

reached a consensus around these issues, communicate 

these expectations clearly and calmly. 

 

Battles to pick 

Rudeness and disrespect: It is normal for teenagers to    

develop a desire for independence and autonomy, but this 

does not mean they are entitled to treat you with           

disrespect or contempt. Such behaviour needs to be 

named early and met with consequences. 

Health Concerns: Stand firm regarding legitimate threats 

to their wellbeing. Not sleeping, poor diet, and not         

exercising all represent potential risks to their health and 

capacity to function at school. The brains of teenagers are 

a work in progress and many lack the maturity required to 

make good decisions about their wellbeing. Whether they 

like it or not, under the age of 16 they are still legally     

minors and need you to monitor, supervise and advise 

them. 

Technology: Technology is a new area of concern because 

it has the potential to open doors for dangerous             

behaviours including addiction which in turn may           

compromise the tackling of key developmental tasks. It’s 

important to set boundaries with online and digital       

activities such as social media interactions, online gaming, 

online gambling Internet browsing and text messaging. 

Battles to avoid 

Clothing, hairstyles and floordrobes: If a battle does not 

address an issue that would negatively affect your teen, 

consider letting it go. Your teen may have a room that 

looks like a bomb site, arrange or colour their hair in a 

way that displeases us or dress in an unusual style, but 

none of these issue are likely to hinder their personal     

development in the long term. The exception to this rule is 

if the hairstyle, clothing or jewellery is contrary to school 

rules. 

Good afternoon Hillsmeade community, 

 

This week’s topic will be ‘choosing your battleground’. As 
adults this is something we do on an ongoing basis, what 
do we promote and encourage and what do we ignore?  
What expectations do we have on certain behaviours? 
This will differ to some degree, but what about the battles 
we pick as parents at home? Do you already have some 
that you choose not to ‘pick’? Do you ‘let go’ for the sake 
of saving arguments with your children? We all have 
those days when we can’t have another argument. With 
that said, what about if we categorize the important     
issues that we will not tolerate and categorize ones that 
we let go? 

  

Michael Carr-Greg has written a short article on this     
subject.  

“Many parents express great relief when I tell them that a 

key parenting competency in 2017, is the ability to choose 

one’s battles. Of course many parents intuitively know 

this, but they simply don’t know which ones to pick. This is 

a common dilemma among the parents of teenagers     

today. At the Family Peace Foundation we strongly believe 

that there are certain issues on which parents should hold 

their ground, even though this may enrage their offspring, 

and there are other topics which can and should well and 

truly be left to go through to the proverbial                    

wicket-keeper.” 

Here are two golden rules that might assist readers of 

this blog: 

First, try and see the world through their eyes, and        

understand the intricacies of being an adolescent. This is 

arguably one of the most vulnerable generations in       

Australia’s history subjected to unprecedented challenges, 

social media, pressure to conform, anxiety about the    

future combined with a raft of personal insecurities all 

which can produce significant levels of stress. The          

adolescent years are some of the most demanding years 

to handle, and the battles at home are often a reflection 

of their emotional state. 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
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Issues that reflect your own uncertainties or missteps: If 

you worry your offspring will make the same errors of 

judgement that you may have made, you may deny them 

the independence they actually warrant. It is often useful 

to think about your past experiences, and be conscious of 

battles you tend to choose that are based on emotions 

that arise from your own adolescence. It can be unhelpful 

to project your past mistakes onto your teen. When you 

recognize and process your own fears, the battles around 

those issues tend to resolve themselves”. 

 

You can find more at this website https://
familypeace.org.au/choosing-your-battlegrounds/ 

  

Please let me know if you would like further assistance 
with this topic. Thank you. 

 

John Cardamone 

Acting Leading Teacher in Social and Emotional Learning  

University of Melbourne Network of Schools 

Last week, Mrs. Bray, Ms. Smith, Ms. Szalek and I      
attended two days of professional learning as part of our 
participation in the University of Melbourne Network Of 
Schools.  

During these sessions, we were privileged to hear from 
Misty Adoniou, a leader in the field of language and      
literacy (and quite possibly my new hero). Misty’s     
presentation provoked us to reflect on how we, as a 
school community, are providing our learners with a 
‘language rich diet’. She emphasised the importance for 
learners to experience a variety of language, spoken and 
written, and discussed how a lack of access to rich          
language affects literacy development.  

The highlight of our second day of workshops was         
undoubtedly John Hattie’s presentation. John’s work has 
heavily shaped the way we consider the impact of our 
teaching on student learning, here at Hillsmeade, and 
across the world! 

Crystal Wells 

Acting Assistant Principal 

FROM THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

https://familypeace.org.au/choosing-your-battlegrounds/
https://familypeace.org.au/choosing-your-battlegrounds/
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GRAND PRIX EXCURSION 
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Orders to be in NO later than 9:30am. 

CLOSED TUESDAYS 

 

Clearly write Name and Grade with your order on 

your bag or envelope. 

Alternatively you can view and order everything on 

our Qkr! App. 

Please remember an extra 10c in your order if you 

DON’T have a brown paper bag. 

 

Thursday Specials  

Aussie Pie or Sausage Roll & Drink $4.00 

Caesar Wrap, Frozen fruit & Drink $6.00 

**Add Chicken** $1.00 

Chicken Strip Wrap & Drink $6.00 

 

Monday/Wednesday Specials  

3 Fried or Steamed Dim Sims & Drink $3.50 

Pizza or Pasta and a Drink $6.00 

Chicken or Ham & Salad Roll & Drink $6.00 

Canteen Reminders 

All frozen fruit, ice-creams & slushies need to be 

collected from the canteen at lunch time (they will 

not be delivered to the classroom). 

 

In our effort to become more environmentally 

friendly , straws will now only be given out upon 

request  

 

Please note—Hot cross buns 

will be available for            

collection after 1pm on 

Thursday 29th March. Any 

that are not collected will be 

delivered to the classroom.  

 
We are pleased to invite you, your child and any other family members to participate in the Early Childhood Influenza            
Vaccination Program which will be held at Hillsmeade Primary School Early Learning Centre on Thursday, 3 May 2018, 09:00 
AM to 12:00 PM. 
  

This service is suitable for children aged 24 months and older, parents and other family members who  don’t have known egg 
and chicken allergies or have not experienced an anaphylactic reaction from a vaccine previously. 

The vaccinations will be delivered by a Nurse Practitioner from Apotex Health Services who has been offering flu vaccination 
services through community pharmacies nationwide for over 9 years. 

If you would like to participate in this program, you can reserve an appointment for each  family member 5 working days prior 
to Thursday, 3 May 2018 by clicking on the appointment registration link – https://www.gobookings.com/au/
clients/03131897417871. Online registration is mandatory so the nurse can bring the right vaccines on the day.  

Once you have successfully reserved an appointment, you will be able to access an electronic copy of the Immunisation       
Consent Form which you will need to print and complete prior to the appointment for each family member. Don’t forget to 
return the completed form to one of our staff prior to the clinic on Thursday, 3 May 2018.   

If you would like more information about the Early Childhood Influenza Vaccination Program, please click here to view the   
Frequently Asked Questions. 

 We look forward to bringing this service to you and your family. 

https://www.gobookings.com/au/clients/03131897417871
https://www.gobookings.com/au/clients/03131897417871
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7e70c83f977af2efbb4930b0a/files/3e671ff8-eefe-4c6f-8895-1220db86036e/01461_01_MKT_AU_0902_2018_Childcare_Flu_Campaign_Parents_FAQ_V5.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7e70c83f977af2efbb4930b0a/files/3e671ff8-eefe-4c6f-8895-1220db86036e/01461_01_MKT_AU_0902_2018_Childcare_Flu_Campaign_Parents_FAQ_V5.pdf
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There have been a couple of cases of Chicken Pox in the 
Hillsmeade community in the last couple of weeks.  

Symptoms may include: fever, runny nose, cough, fatigue, 
and rash (bumps or blisters).   

If your child presents with any of these symptoms or       
becomes unwell please consult your Family Doctor/
Pharmacist. 
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If you would like to place an   

advertisement in the          

newsletter please see the 

friendly office team. 

 Fire Restrictions are still in force  

 

This is a reminder that you still cannot burn off as Restrictions are still in force. A number of brigades have been called out in 

recent days to residents burning off. 

We have had very little rain for the past 6 weeks so if a fire starts it will spread through the dry fuel quickly....  

If you burn off and we get called then the police will also be called. 

If you see someone burning off please call 000 immediately. 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  


