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MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

4th MAR 

Close of ballots—School 

Council Election 

5th MAR 

Declaration of Polls—

School Council Election  

District Swimming 

6th MAR 

Preps Attend 

School 

7th MAR 8th MAR 

Assembly in the 

Gym 2:45 Families 

Welcome  

Senior Cross Country 

9:15-10:45AM  

11th MAR 

LABOUR DAY - 

PUBLIC  HOLIDAY  

Students do not 

attend 

12th MAR 

VSSS Regional Rehearsals 

13th MAR 

School Photo Day 

Divisional Swimming 

14th MAR 

Prep family picnic 

@5PM on the Oval  

15th MAR 

Grand Prix Excursion 

Gr 5/6 

The Link 
Hillsmeade Primary School Newsletter 

Issue No 5—WED 6th MAR 

The Promenade Narre Warren South 3805                             Ph: 9704 6313                                hillsmeade.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

2019 
TERM 1 

WHO? WHAT? WHEN? 
THE FULL CALENDAR AND DETAILED EVENT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW VIA THE COMPASS APP OR WEBSITE  
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DECLARATION OF POLL - SCHOOL COUNCIL 2019 

Thank you to the parents who nominated for election as members of the Hillsmeade Primary School 
Council for the period of March 2019 to March 2021. Our school community appreciates the eagerness of 
so many parents to support the school through school council membership. 
 
The following members have been elected to the Hillsmeade Primary School Council through the ballot 
process. 
   
Parent Member - 2 year Term: 
                    

Inez Crowe  
Brooke Gneil 

       Megan Shields    
Kellie Suhr  

       
Parent Member – Casual Vacancy:  
 
                        To be co-opted by the school council 
 
DET Member:   

              Danielle McKelvie  
 

Congratulations and thanks to those who’ve nominated and been accepted into these roles and we look 
forward to their valued contribution to the school community. 

 

Ms Crystal Wells 

Assistant Principal 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents / Guardians 

 

I hope that everyone is keeping safe during this difficult 

time in our local community. It has been very concerning              

seeing the impact that the bushfires are having on                

communities. A positive in this difficult time is the ways 

in which communities gather around to support each 

other and offer help to those in need. It is a lovely                   

reminder of how important community is and the impact 

that others can have when times get tough. 

 

At the moment we are in Week 6 of Term 1. This term is 

flying by and we have had some exciting things                      

happening across the school already. Some exciting 

things that have taken place so far are: 

 

 Positive Start Program 

 Getting to Know Hillsmeade Expo 

 Hillsmeade Year 4 – 6 Swimming Trials 

 District Swimming Trials 

 Somers Camp 

 

Pancake Day 

Yesterday the main corridor smelt       

lovely. The smell of freshly made (or 

shaken) pancakes filled the air. There 

were many mini cafes set up in                   

classrooms (tablecloths and all) as our 

junior students engaged in a language    

experience involving procedural texts 

and following a recipe to cook                       

pancakes. Leadership and the office 

team thoroughly enjoyed our deliveries 

of fresh, warm pancakes throughout the 

morning.   

OSHC 

It has been wonderful to see our Hillsmeade Primary School Out of School Hours Care               

program engage in using the tools utilised across the school to assist students in naming 

their emotions and understanding that feelings are important and that it is the ways in 

which we manage those feelings that help us navigate through situations and events. 

Our students in OSHC have also been putting together a video with support from staff to 

showcase the wonderful things taking place in before and after school care at Hillsmeade. 

We look forward to sharing this with the school community soon. 
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SOMERS CAMP 

Somers School Camp 

Last week 14 students and I returned back from 9 days at Somers 
School Camp. The camp consisted of 160 students from 16 schools in 
the Casey-Cardinia region and 9 visiting teachers from some of the 
schools. Our students were fortunate enough to be able to make              
connections and build relationships with students in our community 
and have now made life-long friends.   

I feel honoured to be able to have shared this experience with the 
students who participated, watching them grow within themselves, 
face new challenges, develop new skills and become more confident 
each day.  

Students participated in a range of outdoor activities, environmental 
studies, drama and dance opportunities and experienced how                   
important teamwork is to be successful. It was incredible to see our              
students live and breathe our school I RESPECT values throughout the 
entire camp.  

The Somers School Camp opportunity happens for our school every 
second year for years 5&6 students. The Department of Education also 
has a sister camp to Somers School Camp, at Woorabinda in Yallourn, 
which we hope to have the opportunity to send students too later this 
year. 

If you’re interested in Somers School Camp or Woorabinda, please 
have a look at their website for more information and look out for 
more information on compass and in the link later in the year. 

https://www.somersschoolcamp.org/ 

Toni Barker 
Year 5 PLT Leader 

Somers School Camp 

Somers School Camp an experience for a life 
time because of all the friends I made, the               
activities I participated in and the staff that 
were there to support me. 

During the camp my feelings were; joy,                  
excitement, nervousness and homesickness. 

I felt joy and excitement because the concert 
that we did was really funny and when I laugh I 
feel joyful. I was also excited to perform and 
participate in the activities. 

I felt nervous and homesick because I had a few 
moments where I just really wanted to go home 
and see my family again because I missed them 
a lot. I was also nervous when I had to play the 
piano during the concert. 

My favourite activity was surfing because it was 
a great challenge and I had a lot of fun! 

Somers School Camp is the best place I’ve ever 
been to in my whole life so far.       

Alexandria J 5E  

DID YOU KNOW? 

Senior Choir runs on a  

Tuesday lunch time (1:45-

2:25PM) in the Gym. We 

hope to see as many                   

of our senior students there 

as possible! 

A reminder that this Friday is a whole 

school assembly. Parents are                    

welcome to attend. 

Jodie Bray 

Principal 

https://www.somersschoolcamp.org/
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FROM MR CARDAMONE 

Good afternoon Hillsmeade community,    

   

Next week is The National Day of Action Against Bullying on 

the 15th of March. We will have a strong focus on this over the 

coming week. We aim to raise awareness within our               

community about this important topic. 

Students will have the opportunity to have discussions in class 

on bullying and how it can affect individuals and families.                

Students will also have the opportunity to express their                  

perception about what a ‘No Bully Zone’ looks like at                     

Hillsmeade Primary School. Posters will be on display by the 

end of the week and all students will be receiving No Bully 

wristbands this coming Monday. 

Please take this opportunity to continue this vital conversation 

at home with your family and friends. It is imperative that we 

keep discussing this topic throughout the year openly and                  

honestly in order to equip students with the skillset to address 

any bullying issues that arise. 

You may notice the signs of bullying. On the ‘Bullying No way’ 

website they have some useful information around this. Here 

is a short piece from the website: 

“Signs of bullying 
Each individual student who has been bullied or is bullying 
others will respond and 
act differently. A student's behaviours and moods can also 
change for a variety of 
reasons. However, the following are some signs that may              

Indicate a student is experiencing bullying: 

Signs a parent may report:       
· doesn't want to go to school 
· changes their method or route to school or are frightened of 
walking to school 
· changes in sleep patterns 
· changes in eating patterns 
· frequent tears, anger, mood swings 
· unexplained bruises, cuts, scratches 
· missing or damaged belongings or clothes 
· arriving home hungry. 

Students who are more likely to be bullied are also more  
likely to: 
· feel disconnected from school and not like school 
· lack quality friendships at school 
· display high levels of emotionality that indicate vulnerability 
and low levels of 
Resilience 
· be less well accepted by peers, avoid conflict and be socially 
withdrawn 
· have low self-esteem 
· be relatively non-assertive 
· be different in some way”. 

 

experiencing bullying: 

Signs a parent may report:     
  
· doesn't want to go to school 
· changes their method or route to school or are               
frightened of walking to school 
· changes in sleep patterns 
· changes in eating patterns 
· frequent tears, anger, mood swings 
· unexplained bruises, cuts, scratches 
· missing or damaged belongings or clothes 
· arriving home hungry. 

Students who are more likely to be bullied are also 
more likely to: 
· feel disconnected from school and not like school 
· lack quality friendships at school 
· display high levels of emotionality that indicate                   
vulnerability and low levels of 
resilience 
· be less well accepted by peers, avoid conflict and be 
socially withdrawn 
· have low self-esteem 
· be relatively non-assertive 
· be different in some way”. 

There is more information on this website https://

bullyingnoway.gov.au Please let me know if I can                 

provide any other information or assist further.                

Thank you. 

John Cardamone  
Leading Teacher in Social and Emotional Learning  

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjnxN3X2-rgAhXTb30KHT-BBg4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.crimestoppersvic.com.au/media-centre/events-calendar/national-day-action-bullying-violence/&psig=AOvVaw2zWVArj
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CLUBS AT HILLSMEADE 

Who -                

Teachers 
Who - Students What When- Day When - Time Where 

Michelle Ewing Open to all 
Early Bird Reading 

Club  

Monday  

8:15-8:40 Library 

Dimple Bhard-

waj 
Grade 4 boys, Grade 5/6 stu-

dents 
STEAM AGENCY Lunchtime 

STEAM 

Room 
Jenny Elkin 

Crystal Wells Selected Students P-2 
Story Pirates - Pod-

cast 
Lunchtime Peace Pod 

Alison Elliott Year 5/6 Students Yr 6 Art club Lunchtime Art room 

Rotational Open to all Breakfast Club 

Tuesday 

8:15-8:40 Canteen 

John Carda-

mone 
Open to all Footy Club 8:15-8:40 

Synthetic 

Oval 

Jess Szalek 

  Maths Club Recess 
STEAM 

Room 
Tessa Par-

menter 

Evelyn Schultz SRC Members SRC Lunchtime ICT Lab 

Lisa Scott Grade 4-6 Senior Choir Lunchtime Gym 

John Carda-

mone 
Selected Students P-2 

Junior Gardening 

Club 

Wednesday 

8:15-8:40 
Vegie       

Garden  

Dimple Bhard-

waj 
Grade 4 girls  STEM Gems  Lunchtime  

STEAM 

Room  
Carmen Collins 

Alison Elliott Open to All Art Club Lunchtime Art room 

Lisa Scott Selected students VSSS Lunchtime Gym 

John Carda-

mone 
Selected Students 3-6 

Senior Gardening 

Club Thursday 
8:15-8:40 

Vegie        

Garden  

Jess Szalek Open to all  Homework Club Lunchtime Library 

Michael Davies Open to all Running Club 

Friday 

8:15-8:40 
Synthetic 

Oval 

Rush Rajaram Open door - P-2 Lego Club Lunchtime 
STEAM 

Room 

Michelle Ewing Open to all Story Time 1:40-1:50 Library 

Crystal Wells Selected Students 3-6 
Story Pirates - Pod-

cast 
Lunchtime Peace Pod 
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6A 

Grace D 

Logan B 

Congratulations to our 

HILLSMEADE HEROES: 

2A 

Alex J  

Zaine B 

4A 

Bradley B 

Ailyah H 

4B 

Archer S 

Sienna W 

4C 

Zye B 

Hayley E 

4D 

Lachlan K 

Angelica T 

4E 

Chanel J                

Annalees B  

Blake R 

00C 

Alessandra T 

Omar F 

3A 

Manuao A 

Brenna M 

1A 

Reza A 

Brock K 

6B 

Lehi M 

Moqadisa A 

 

6C 

Jayel A 

Savraj H 

 

1B 

Sam B 

Georgia G 

1C 

Ava P 

Xavier H 

1D 

Haniya H 

Ricky L 

1E 

Max W 

Ashman S 

1F 

Oliver M  

Jaydah-Rose T 

2B 

Emily V 

Tatum V 

2D 

Charlotte S 

Cooper W 

2E 

George K 

Makinley S 

2F 

Castiel W 

Zane B 

3B 

Nafiza  

Addison 

3C 

Hare P 

3D 

Evana L 

Aishah S 

6D 

Kyle S 

Kaylee A 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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FROM THE COMMUNITY 

If you would like to place 

an advert in the Link please 

see the friendly office staff.  

EVENT CONSENT/PAYMENT DUE  EVENT DATE 

Grade 5/6 Grand Prix  08/03/2019 Friday, March 15th 9:00AM  -  3:00PM 

Grade 1 Chicken Hatching 11/03/2019 Monday, March 18th  9:00AM   -    Friday, March 

29th 3:30PM 

Prep Responsible Pet Incursion 13/03/2019 Wednesday, March 20th 9:30AM    -     12:30PM 

School banking is Tuesday! 


