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MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

2nd SEPT      Gr 5A/B/D 

Solar System Incursion  

Fathers and Friends              

Morning *No Reading 

Club*                                  

Alkira  Experience Day  

3rd SEPT 

School Tour for prospective 

families 10AM 

AFL Footy Inflatables 

Gr2/3/4/5A/5B  

4th SEPT 

ICAS Science Testing                  

Yr 4 Alkria Students Visit  

AFL Footy Inflatables 

GrPrep/1/5C/5D/5E/6                

Gr 3 History Box 

5th SEPT                                       

Gr 5 C/E Solar System 

Incursion 

 

6th SEPT 

Whole School Assembly 

2:45PM in the Gym    

 

9th SEPT 10th SEPT 

Hoop Time 5/6 

11th SEPT 

ICAS Writing  

12th SEPT 

R U Ok Day? 

VSSS Dress Rehearsals 

13th SEPT 

VSSS Dress Rehearsals 

Electives 

16th SEPT 17th SEPT 

ICAS Reading  Test 

18th SEPT 19th SEPT 

ICAS Maths                             

Grade 3 Science Dome 

Grade 2 Casey Manor 

20th SEPT 

End of Term assembly  

1:45PM. Last Day of 

Term 3 2:30 finish Pick 

up by 2:45PM 

The Link 
Hillsmeade Primary School Newsletter 

Issue No 27—WED 4th SEPT 
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2019 
TERM 3 

WHO? WHAT? WHEN? 
THE FULL CALENDAR AND DETAILED EVENT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW VIA THE COMPASS APP OR WEBSITE  

UPCOMING CURRICULUM DAY: 

 
FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 
 
*STUDENTS DO NOT                 
ATTEND* 

School Holidays 21st SEPT - 6th OCT 

First Day Back for Term 4 - 7th OCT  
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Upcoming Events  
Year Level Name Date Cost  Due Date 

Classes 5 D, C & E The Size of the Solar 

System Inc 

5th Sept $10 26th Aug 

Grade 5 & 6 Hoop Time  10th Sept $17 5th Sept 

Selected Students 5/6 ICAS Writing Yr  5-6 11th Sept $15 2nd Aug 

Selected Students 3/4 ICAS Writing Yr 3-4 11th Sept $15 2nd Aug 

Selected Students  Victorian State School 

Spectacular  

Dress rehearsal  

12th +13th Sept NIL  

Selected Students  Victorian State School 

Spectacular  Perfor-

mance 

14th Sept NIL  

Selected Students  ICAS Reading  2-6 17th Sept $15 2nd Aug 

Selected Students  Divisional Athletics  18th Sept $8 11th Sept 

Selected Students  ICAS Maths  Yr 2-6 19th Sept $15 2nd Aug 

Grade 3  Science Discovery dome  19th Sept  $8.50 8th Sept 

Grade 2  Casey Mannor Inc 19th Sept  NIL 12 Sept 

Grade 4  Alexandra  

Adventure Camp 

16 –18 Oct $50 deposit has been 

paid  Full cost $278 

Final payment 

due 20th Sept 

Selected Students  Science Talent Search 28th Oct $8  31st May  

Year 2  Camp Manyung  9th-10th Dec $50 deposit Due 9nd 

Aug Full cost $190  

Final Payment  

due 21st Nov 

https://berwicknews.starcommunity.com.au/news/2019-09-05/school-celebrates-fathers-day/ 

Thank you to everyone who came along to out ‘Fathers and 

Special Others Morning’! 

https://berwicknews.starcommunity.com.au/news/2019-09-05/school-celebrates-fathers-day/
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Hillsmeade Community, 

Happy Week 8 of Term 3. How quickly the year is flying by. It has been so 

nice arriving to school with the sun shining and the blue sky peeking 

through. We hope that this is a sign of nicer weather on the way.  

I just wanted to take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge and thank 

our wonderful ELC team of Early Childhood Educator’s. We appreciate 

the wonderful ways in which they support our students learning. 

PARENT TEACHER                               

CONFERENCES 

Term 3 Parent Teacher conferences are now open 

for booking in Compass. 

When are the conferences happening?                    

All teachers are available for bookings on 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday September 16, 

17 & 18, EXCEPT: Mrs Bhardwaj (5/E) and Ms 

Crowe (2/F) will be available next week on 

Monday Sep 9 and Wednesday Sep 11 (as they 

are unavailable in the final week of term). There 

are conference items in Compass set up for each 

of these teachers separate to the main 

conference item for all other teachers. 

You can make bookings with all of your child's 

teachers this term, including any specialist 

subjects: Art, Music, Digi Tech, Mandarin and P.E.  

How do I make a booking? 

Compass website: if you log in to Compass you will 

see a green notification at the top of your news 

feed telling you that you have conferences 

available. When you open the conference there is 

help available on how to make bookings. 

Compass app: when you open the app, tap the 3 

bars in the top left corner and then tap Conferences 

in the side menu. You will see the conference items 

there available for booking.  

Please contact us ASAP if you require us to book a 

translator - we have to organise through an agency, 

and the sooner we make the booking the more 

likely one will be available. 

Please contact the office if you need assistance. 

(03) 9704 6313 

Hillsmeade.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  



 4 GRADE 6 CAMP  

Canberra Camp Recount 

On Monday the 26th of August we were already on the bus before other 

students were arriving at Hillsmeade for their school day. At 8am we 

departed to start our journey to CANBERRA! Once we arrived we found 

out our cabins. Tuesday we went to Parliament House were we did a 

role-play of government, saw Government House where the most              

powerful person in Australia lives and then went back for movie night. 

On Wednesday we went down Embassy Drive, had a tour of the High 

Courts, walked down ANZAC Parade; looking at the different memorial 

sites, and spent a few hours at the very fascinating War Memorial and 

participated in a Last Post Ceremony. Later that night, we had chivalry 

night and trivia, which were great fun. We went to the AIS (Australian 

Institute of Sport) on Thursday, where we had a guided tour of their 

training grounds and did some sports and training there too. We were 

already tired by that stage but went to the National Gallery of Australia 

and then Questacon which had a lot of illusions and fun science things 

to play  with and try out. Waking up at 5:30am on Friday wasn’t easy, 

but we were all excited to come home. We all had such an awesome 

time at camp! 

By Madi B and Jere C, 6B 

Driving to Canberra 

What an exhausting, tiring drive to Canberra. Noisy 

students awaiting to arrive at Capital Country             

Holiday Park and music pounding in the small 

crowded bus. 

After about 7 and a half hours of driving in the               

naked land of Australia, we finally arrived at our 

destination. First we tried to locate our suitcases 

and when we had done that we split up girls on one 

side and boys on the other. We awaited to here our 

cabin members. We settled in the cabins then we 

walked towards the dining area for DINNER! After 

dinner we walked back to our cabins, took a shower, 

brushed our teeth and jumped into our bed, looking 

forward for the great week ahead. 

Canberra Experience 

WOW what an awesome way to learn about               

Australia AND have fun at the same time. We went 

to mind blowing places like Questacon, Australian 

Institutes of Sport and The National Museum of 

Australian. Very interesting places like the embassy 

drive, the National Art Gallery, The High Court of 

Australia and heart-warming places like the                  

Australian War Memorial and the Anzac parade 

were also visited. 

We also had so much fun at Capital country holiday 

park (the place we stayed in). We watched ‘Instant 

Family’, played trivia and had a red faces night 

which was, to be honest, one of the best parts of 

camp because it was a great way of embarrassing 

ourselves. One of the best acts were from the 

teachers who sang a very interesting song. We also 

needed our cabins to be clean and tidy so the 

teachers did… CABIN INSPECTIONS. But not just 

inspecting our rooms, we also had to make a 

greeting for the teachers. There were so many 

different types of ways to greet the teachers; some 

people sang songs, created songs and creeped out 

teachers in a funny way. 

Overall camp was a MIND BLOWING experience for 

everybody who went. It was really fun and we will 

defiantly never forget this amazing opportunity!!! 

- Rayan 6A 

Last week the Year 6 students went to Canberra for a week! On the             

Monday, we got to school at about 7am. When everyone had arrived, we 

set off on our road trip. While we were on the bus, we watched loads of 

movies, listened and sang to music and had a great laugh. We had a few 

stops along the way and when we got to camp, we were all so excited to 

find out our friends were in our cabins! 

We did some great activities, like visiting Questacon, High Court,                  

Australian War Memorial, Australian Institute of Sport and lots more. 

After dinner each night, we had more activities like a movie night, a trivia 

night and a Red Faces performance night… some of the acts were                    

hilarious! 

We had such a great adventure. When it came to Friday, we were all sad 

that it was our last day and had to come back home, but pretty excited to 

see our families. We arrived back at school at about 6pm and seriously, 

Canberra Camp was the BEST TIME EVER! 

- Mikayla 6C 

Students from our school have recently undertaken an education tour of the national capital.                      
Students have been given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a 
focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.  
 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the 
national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost 
of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $30 per student under the                 
Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to 
the school upon completion of the excursion.  
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AFL INFLATABLES 

On Tuesday we went to the AFL inflatables and it was 

SOOOOO FUN! My favourite activity was the marking 

station.  What you have to do in the marking station 

is, a coach has a ball and throws it straight up and you 

have to mark it. There was a slide, marking station, 

obstacle course, kicking nets, kicking circle points and 

hand balling. Someone from my class named Addison 

liked the obstacle course and at that station you have 

to go over then under inflatables hurdles. It was the 

best day EVER! Thank you Ms Wells and the coaches 

for setting it up for us! - By Damian and Addison 

ELECTIVES @ HILLSMEADE  
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Dear Hillsmeade Community, 

Happy week 9! I hope the                       

information provided the last few 

weeks has been helpful and                  

insightful; please let me know if 

you have used any of the                        

information to support your               

children. 

Last week we shared some tips and hints for the 

app Tic TOK, I hope this supported you with ideas to 

assist with this app.  

FROM MR CARDAMONE  This week we will have a focus on the app  
Discord, although there is an age limit of 12+, 
we know many primary aged children still use 
this app.  Please find below some helpful              
information to support you with this. This              
information is from the Carly Ryan                         
Foundation, more can be found at https://
www.carlyryanfoundation.com/ I will leave 
copies at the front office. 
 
John Cardamone  
Acting Assistant Principal 
Social and emotional learning…’It’s 

everyone’s business!’ 

https://www.carlyryanfoundation.com/
https://www.carlyryanfoundation.com/
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1. Allow your child to choose what they read every                

second night, rather than making them read a book 

from school they’re not interested in. 

 

2. Offer a variety of types of reading materials. This could 

be books, magazines, comics or internet reading. 

 

3. Have high interest-reading material available based on 

your child’s interests. 

 

4. Nightly ‘Read Alouds’. Choose classic, silly books to 

present reading as the fun activity it is. Don’t forget 

about the teacher ‘Read Alouds’ on the Hillsmeade 

website. Maybe your child could video their own. 

 

5. Have your child be the teacher. Ask your child to help a 

younger sibling with their reader. If your child has no 

siblings this could be with a pet or even a teddy. 
 

 

 

Just a reminder the winners for the book 

fair prizes will be announced at this week’s 

assembly from 2:45. Good luck to all our 

entries! 
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SOVEREIGN HILL 

Sovereign Hill Reflection 

Wed 28/8/19 The Grade 5’s went to               

Sovereign Hill and it was amazing! We 

went inside the red hill mine and learnt 

about how addicted men were to finding 

gold. We also saw a gold pour                    

demonstration which is when they melt 

the gold and put it in a mould and turn it 

into a gold block. Another thing we did 

was play gold fever, a game where the 

aim is to find as much ’gold’ as possible. 

There would be two bankers, two                

troopers and the rest would be diggers, 

then you would get a gold licence. Then 

the diggers would find gold and bring it to 

the bankers (one of them was me) and 

we would weigh it and give them the              

correct amount of money. You’d have to 

watch out for the troopers who would 

put you in jail if you didn’t have a gold 

licence. I would definitely recommend 

this experience to others! I had lots of fun 

and would like to do it again.  

Mia B 5/D  
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Student Reflection 

On the 29th of August 2019 the Year 5’s made their way 

to Sovereign Hill Ballarat. In our inquiry unit we are 

learning about the Australian Gold Rush.  

We arrived at school at 7am and left at 7:25am. First we 

went panning for gold. It was really hard to find gold 

because of how tiny it was. Only a few found gold.  

At 11am we saw the gold pouring demonstration. This 

was really cool because we got to see the gold being 

melted. Two people got to hold the gold. We also learnt 

that back in the old times you would call women ‘Mam’ 

and men ‘Sir’.  

At 12:07pm we went to the Red Hill mine. We got to go 

underground & see how the worlds 2nd largest gold 

nugget was found. This was found in Sovereign Hill as 

well as the largest nugget in the world. The name of the 

2nd largest nugget was ‘Welcome’ and the largest nug-

get was ‘Welcome Stranger’.  

At 1:30pm, we went to the ‘Gold Fever Education Ses-

sion’. We learnt about gold fever and we played a game 

where we had to find ‘gold’. There were seven teams. I 

was in the Chinese team.  

The team with the most money won.  

At 3:10pm we left. We arrived back at school at 6:55pm.  

I really enjoyed going to Sovereign Hill. It was really fun 

and I wish to go again. Ananya 5/D 

SOVEREIGN HILL 
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Sovereign Hill from Flynn H 5/A 

On the 28th August all the Year 5 students went to Sovereign Hill for an excursion to see what it is like 

there. We have been learning about History in our classes and reading The Night They Stormed Eureka. 

Going to Ballarat, I was just so excited to see what it looks like and how it was in the 1800’s. 

When we arrived we all got into our groups and split up to head off to activities and explore! Our group 

went to our first activity at the Education Centre and we met ‘Sir’ who told us we were going to play a 

game that would make us filthy rich. We went through the door and the gentleman introduced us to the 

game. Ms Barker was asked to choose two students that are greedy.  She had to think for a while… then 

she chose Meily and I because she thought we would make great Bankers in the Goldfields. Our job was 

to weigh gold (little ball bearings) and give the ‘diggers’ money for their gold.  

While we were busy doing our job, Bailey and Amra were troopers and they were asking our class mates 

for their gold licences and to make sure people were following the rules. When the game ended, we all 

went back to the room and asked everyone how much money they ended up with. Meily and I had forty 

eight pounds! We were the richest!  

Four huge horses were galloping on the muddy trail, it made us feel in the moment. We came across a 

massive wooden tower and nearly all of us went up . Once we came down we all went to the river to 

pan for Gold. While everyone was panning for Gold Luke  and I were walking around until Luke caught 

something on the corner of his eye … it was a coffee shop! So we went in it. I convinced Ms Barker to 

take a video of us role playing. 

It started to rain and that’s when we got to shelter to eat our lunch and waiting for the rain to stop . The 

rain stopped and our next activity was the melting Gold the classes we had was with Ms Voutier and  

another class from a different school. It was pretty cool because of how he made it and how it turned 

out. When we came out everyone was eating their lollies that they got from the lolly shop.  

At quarter to two, Ms Barker split half of us with Mrs Ziino so that they could go down the mine first 

while Ms Barkers half went around looking at the troopers who were parading in the main street. Once 

it was over we headed to the mine. It was time to go down but I had a gut feeling in my stomach. It was 

fifty two steps down, fifty three steps coming up. It was pretty cool looking around and seeing the light 

show and learning about the second largest gold nugget ‘Welcome Home.’ We came up, and my eyes 

were blinded.  

It was a good day being at Sovereign Hill learning what it  was like in the 1800’s and doing lots of fun 

things.  Meily and I being filthy rich at Sovereign Hill will always be a great day to remember.  

SOVEREIGN HILL 

Reminder: Lost property is full!  

We have many unnamed winter coats and jackets 

in lost property. Lost property is located at the 

front office.  
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OUR GRADE 3 AUTHORS 

This term in grade 3 we have been              

leaning how to write poems with a focus 

on our word choices. Students have 

been following the Writer's Workshops 

routine through: 

 Exploring a seed and generating 

writing ideas 

 Drafting 

 Rereading to make sure their 

writing makes sense and up                    

levelling their sentences  

 Editing for spelling and            

punctuation 

 Conferring with their teacher for 

feedback and reflection on their 

goals 

 Publishing 

Here are some published 

pieces from our Grade 3 

Authors! 

Kemala 3E 

Azarah 3D 

Hairy Poem 

Shiny Northern lights.  

Some majestic swaying 

trees.  

The starry midnight. 

Kaitlyn 3/C 
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Taylah 3F 

Deegan  3A Dilan 3B 



 13 

Stem Gems Botanical Gardens  

On the 3rd of September all the Stem Gems went to the 

Cranbourne Botanical Gardens.  

It was really exciting and we had lots of fun.  

We took the bus at 9:30am in the morning, when the 

bus stopped we got off and walked to the main entry.  

The we walked down to the part of the garden that was 

called the Kids Backyard. We ate out snack.  

When we finished our snack we found our guide names 

Trish. She took us to the part of the gardens where the 

worms were. We got to see a pregnant worm and baby 

worms.  Then we got to see some things called beastys, 

that live in the water. It was really interesting. After that 

we had 30 minutes left so we got to go on some step-

ping stones with water rushing through. Our shoes and 

socks got really wet!  

I think everyone had an enjoyable time and we would 

also like to thank Mrs. B and Mrs Collins for taking us 

and planning this excursion for us. -Tenielle B and 

Darcey M 4/A  
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 19 FROM THE COMMUNITY 

If you would like to place an advert in the                                 

newsletter, please see the friendly office 

team 


