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Learning Intention: To use your prior knowledge to make predictions about the book.

Before you read – look at the front cover: 

• Have you heard the saying ‘you can’t teach an old dog new tricks’ before? What do you think it 
means?

• Make a prediction - what do you think this book is about? 

• What do you think the Author’s Purpose is for this book? To entertain, to inform or to 
persuade?

THEN – DID YOU KNOW that chapters in Non-Fiction books can be read in any order?

Flick through the book Can an Old Dog Learn New Tricks? 
Look at the page headings for a topic that looks interesting. Read about that topic.

Remember to use 
your reading prompt 

sheet 
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Have another flick through ‘Can an Old Dog Learn New Tricks?’

and choose 2 more topics to read about.

For each of your chosen topics:

• What is the Main Idea? What are these pages it mostly about? 

• Make a list of facts and details from each topic that back up what you are saying 

about the Main Idea.

Learning Intention: To identify the main idea and to find facts to back up 
your idea.



Learning Intention: To locate information within a text and to make connections.

Have another look through ‘Can an Old Dog Learn New Tricks?’ and choose a topic that makes 

you think: “That reminds me of….”. You have just made a CONNECTION!

• Re-read the topics you have read so far in this book.

• What connections can you make?

5

Connection to YOURSELF Connection to a BOOK or 
MOVIE

Connection to the WORLD
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Some more activities 
if you choose…

Learning Intention: To further investigate a question about an animal.

• Read the reminder of the book. What cool things did you discover?

Every topic in the book is based on a well known ‘questions’ about an animal: 

• Make a list of topics found in the book and decide whether the questions are True or False.

• Ask an adult if they have heard any different questions about animals (like the ones found in the 
book).

• Research one of the questions you discussed to find out 
whether it is true or false.

• Use your research to create an additional page for the book: 
don’t forget to ad da heading, your information and a picture.

Is it true that…
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