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Learning Intention: To make a prediction and ask questions.

Before you read: Look at the cover and flip through the pages. Just look at the 

pictures. Get a feeling for what the story is about. 

• Make a Prediction and share your thoughts with an adult.

• What is the Author’s Purpose for this book? Write down what you are 

thinking. Can you explain what  ‘silent letters’ are? Why are they called 

silent?

• Is this book Fiction or Non-Fiction? Give some reasons for your answer.
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Learning Intention: To identify the problem in the story and ask                              
deeper questions about the text.

Listen to the story all the way through. 

• In the first part of the story what Inferences can you make about how the children felt about 

‘silent letters’?  Write down 3 things from the story to support your thinking. 

• Visualise the ‘silent letters’. Why were they feeling sad and worthless? 

• What’s wrong with the letter the editor received from the children? Why was the letter 

embarrassing for both the children and the teacher?

• Make a Text to Self Connection and think about what you do as a reader and a writer when you 

come across words with ‘silent letters’? Do you find them easy or difficult? Write down some of 

the words you find challenging. Give some reasons why they challenge your thinking.



Learning Intention: To recognise how problems are solved in a story.     

Read the story to an adult.

• Silent letters are written but not pronounced. If the silent letters are removed 

from words the meaning of the text is altered completely. Use the words with 

silent letters on the sheet provided and create a simple, short story using as 

many of the words as you can. In your piece of writing put the ‘silent letters’ in a 

different colour to make them stand out. Have fun creating a funny piece of 

writing. 

• The children are quite angry after their lesson with Mr Wright. Why don’t they 

like silent letters? What do the children decide to do to fix the problem? 

• The silent letters come up with an idea to get even with the children. What do 

they decide to do? Are they successful? How does the story end?
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Some more activities 
if you choose…

Learning Intention: To show your understanding of the importance of learning 
your ‘spelling rules’ for silent letters.

Re-read the story all the way through to an adult.

• Look at the letter the children sent to the Editor. Re-write the letter and fix up all 

the mistakes. If you’re not sure, check the original letter on page 13.

• Choose some of the ‘silent letters’ e.g. b, k, w, gh and create a silent letter poster. 

• Make up a board game using some of the silent letters from the story.

• Create a ‘Roll-A-Word’ silent letter sheet. Roll the die and learn to spell the words 

in the list under the number.




