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Learning Intention: To use prior knowledge to make a prediction and ask 
questions about plants.

Before you read look at the front cover then: 

• Look at the anchor chart about how to activate your Prior Knowledge. 

• Create your own See, Think, Wonder, Connect thinking tool to organise your thoughts. 

• Think about the Author’s Purpose for this book. Is it a book that interests you? Why? 

Explain your thinking to an adult.

• Write down three questions you might have about plants.

THEN – Have a quick look at the book, ‘Plants are living things’. Write down any ideas, 

questions or connections on sticky notes as you flip through.

Plants 

are living 

things
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Learning Intention: To recognise and use headings in a text to find 
information.

Read through the book with an adult: 

• With a non-fiction book you don’t have to start reading from the start. The pages 

are set up with headings and often subheadings. They are usually bigger and 

bolder than the rest of the text.  You can scan the headings to quickly find what 

interests you. Find 2 headings that interest you and read the information in the 

text. 

• As you read through make a list of Facts and Details that were new to you.

• As you read the book again, look at each page and identify the Text Features

shown. Share your thinking out loud with an adult. Discuss the purpose of using 

headings, photographs, diagrams and captions.  

Heading with information below



Learning Intention: To search for information in the text and summarise it.

Read through the book with an adult:

• Choose a photograph, diagram or image that interests you. Draw your choice 

and write a few sentences about why it is important in the book. 

• Write down two new pieces of information you learnt from your reading. 

• ‘Have a go’ at summarising what you have read. Write down the Main Idea with 

4 supporting details BUT remember to put the information into your own 

words.

• Can you find an example in the text to explain Cause and Effect? For example it 

might be that plants need water but if it doesn’t rain they will die. 
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Some more activities 
if you choose…

Learning Intention: To show your understanding of the text.

• Draw a picture of a plant and remember to label all the parts.

• Draw your own ‘life cycle’ of a plant. Use arrows to show the different 

stages the plant goes through. Explain each stage of growth.

• ‘Have a go’ at growing some bean seeds in a plastic cup. Ask your parents 

to help you find out how to do this experiment on YouTube. Record your 

observations. Become an author and create your own book using the 

information you discovered from your experiment.  

• Write about any gardening experiences you have had at home.

• Complete the Quiz on page 24. How did you go?                                                               

Discuss your answers with an adult. 




