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Before you read – look at the front cover: 

• Make a prediction: What do you think this book will be
about? 

• Why do you think it’s called, ‘Bizarre Beast Battles: Cheetah 
vs. Ostrich’?

• Look at the contents page of Cheetah vs. Ostrich. Does the 
list of chapter titles change or confirm your thinking around 
your prediction? 

• If a cheetah and an ostrich got into a fight, which animal do you think would win? Use your prior 
knowledge to make a list of reasons why you think this.

Read pages 4 to 11 of Cheetah vs. Ostrich on Epic.

Learning Intention: To use your prior knowledge to make predictions.



Learning Intention: To identify the Main Idea and to investigate text features.

Read pages 12 to 21 of Cheetah vs. Ostrich. 

• Find the Main Idea for each ‘topic/chapter’ you just read about. 
What is each page mostly about? 

• What text features made the Main Idea easier for you to identify?

• What other text features did the author use to help you to 
understand the topic? How did these text features help your 
understanding of the text?

• Which text feature do you think is the most useful in helping 
you to understand the text and why?
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Re-read Cheetah vs. Ostrich. 

• Make a list of facts and details about each of the
animals featured in the book. 

• Add these facts and details to a Venn Diagram. This will 
allow you to Compare (look for similarities) and Contrast
(look for differences) the two animals.

• Based on the actual facts from the 
book, which animal do you now 
think would win a fight and why?
Was your prediction from Day 1 
correct?

Learning Intention: To compare and contrast facts and details found in the text.
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Some more activities 
if you choose…

Learning Intention: To further investigate Bizarre Beast Battles.

• What was the most interesting thing you discovered about cheetahs and/or ostriches?

• This book is from a series called, ‘Bizarre Beast Battles’. Search ‘Bizarre Beast Battles’ on EPIC to 
read about other interesting animal battles. 

• Create your own, ‘Bizarre Beast Battle’ book:

- Make a list of other animals you would like to see ‘battle’. 

- Choose 2 of these animals that you think would be a ‘close match’ in a fight.

- Use Non-Fiction books on EPIC or with parental guidance, the Internet to research 
these 2 animals. Some things you might like to research are: size, speed, defensive and/or 
attack devices. 

- Use these facts and details to write and illustrate your own, ‘Bizarre Beast Battle’ book.

- Share your book with your family and friends. Can they predict the winner?




